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FOR PRESIDENT,

HENRY CLAY.
Mr. Calhoun'b Position..We crowd out our

own articles this morning to give place to the

Address of Hon. John C. Calhoun, defining Iiis

position with regard to Parties and the next Pre¬

sidential contest. It is of course able, forcible

and significant. It will be seen that Mr. C. pe¬

remptorily declines being a competitor before Mr.

Van Burcn's Convention, but does not positively
decline being a candidate. We have no room for

comments. _

O* We have more 4 Hardware' facts, with a

great deal else, inevitably crowded out by the

length of Mr. Calhoun's Letter.

Prom the East Again I

f/jgr** By the politeness of one of the Post Orfiee

Express Messengers who had just returned from

Boston, where he bad been with the mail containing
letters, etc. for the steamer, we were favored at a

late hour last night with the Boston Atlas, from

wbich we leam that Abbott has been elected to

Congress from the Hid District by a majority of 63

votes over all others. So the Massachusetts Dele¬

gation is now full. The vote stands for Amos Ab¬

bott, Whig, 3,930; Osgood, Loco, 3,065; scattering.
302. At the 1st January trial Abbott received 3,132;
Mansur, 2,404 ; ssatterin?, 892. Whig gain, 277.

When the messenger left Boston at 2i o'clock on

Thursdav, fifteen hundred men were at work en¬

deavoring to r lear away the ire, so as to let the
Britannia put to sea, but lie thought the chancr-s

decidedly asainst her getting otTthat day, as the ice
was supposed to extend some six or seven miles out.

Mails and Expresses.
We received yesterday three Boston Mails.

the first which had reached us since the preced¬
ing Sunday morning. Meantime, all these ad¬
vices had been anticipated on preceding days by
the Expresses; Harndcn's having brought us

Tuesday's Boston papers on Wednesday night,
and Wednesday's (evening included) on Thurs¬

day night. But for the Expresses, Boston and all
Down East would have remained ' snowed under'
to our City and all South of us from Saturday
night to the succeeding Friday. Meantime, the
same routes were open to the Mails as to the Ex¬
presses ; and they were under the same obliga¬
tions to despatch. But they were conducted on

a different footing. Our Postmaster was dining
and wining great men at Washington, to promote
certain cherished purposes, while Harndcn, and
Adams and Hall, were hiring swift teams, gcL
ting aboard themselves, and pushing off express
through cold and darkness to Boston. Their let¬

ters were at Boston in season for the Steamship,
Harnden carrying his own Mail, and paying the
Government full postage for doing the business

they didn't do, und wouldn't do properly. So
¦we go.

It has been the fashion of our Postmaster
to advertise that all Letters for the Steam-1
ships must be sent through the Mails and
the Postage paid, else they would stand next
to no chance to be sent. This is gam¬
mon. Mr. Hale, (who has hitherto alone ad¬
vertised to take letters to the steamships
at less than Postage) has always gone on him¬
self, and seen his letters put into the Steamship's
Maiibags. But it turns out that a part of the
regular U. S. Mail made up here for the Steam¬

ship of the 15th December did nut go in that ship
.that it was left behind by some gross blunder
at Norwich, and so lay over. Now it became the
imperative duty of the Boston Postmaster to give
notice of this miscarriage.to return the letters
here, and enable the writers to send them by
packets or apprise their Foreign Correspondents
of the difficulty. But notliing like this was done
.the Postmaster maintained a profound silence;
the writers of the letters were left in the iin-

doubting conviction that their letters had been
sent and received; and were astounded on the
arrival of the last Steamer by the receipt of let¬
ters of inquiry, wishing to know why they had
not written or remitted according to promise!
Mr. Postmaster Graham, hereupon applied to .Mr.
Postmaster Greene on the subject, and he replies
with the coolest imperturbability that the letters
were left behind at Norwich, but were all for¬
warded by the Steamship of Jan. 1st.sixteen
days behind time! No regret.no explanation of
his profound silence.no shadow of apology for
the cruel mischief.
.It gives us no pleasure to state these facts.

We wish they did not exist But the facts are

so; and it is a faet that James W. Hale has an

office in Wallstreet where letters are daily for¬
warded to and received from Boston at a postage
of six cents, (against the 1SJ charged by the <;»»-

vernment,) and his letters arc delivered into the
bargain, for which the Government charges two

cents more; and his letters of Monday reached
Boston on Wednesday, while the Government's
had not done so up to our last advices. So the
* American Mail Company1 is carrying letters for
six cenb< to Boston. Philadelphia and Baltimore,
.and daily extending its business.

All this must be stopped. One Post Office
establishment for the whole country is far bettor
and cheaper than a dozen. There must he but
one Mail, and the others must be used up. But
to effect this the Government must greatly re¬

duce its rates of Postage and invigorate its Mail
service. Let it take that course.decidedly,
thoroughly.and public sentiment will rally to its

support; and the work be done.

je?*" 1« the table of comparative prices ol WoodSfy
(British column.) in our last artich;. the item ol " hr- e^'
(PY a disarrangement ot'the tvj«es .>t'tei the proof hai
lead) vva» made $31.6 instead of $3.63, and ' Freight" 10. in¬
stead OlUM. The error was ob. ioas.

Mains..Returns have been received from all
the towns of the VTlth Congressional District
except IS, and strong hopes are entertained of
the election of Lhc W'hig candidate. The vote
stands for Robinson, W'hig, 3,362 ; Cary, Loco,
3,178; scattering, IIS; Robinson over all. 66.
At the last election the vote stood in the s.mie

towns, for Robinson, 1,922; Can-, 2,057; scat-
i tering, 330. Majority against Robinson, 16,*>.
A gain of 39 votes in the towns to be heard ft am
will secure the election.

HIT Hon. Daniel Webstkr has written a let¬
ter to the Whigs of New-Hampshire who rcqu \<t-

edthc use of hisnameas a candidate for Pres:;: nt.
He refers the selection of a candidate to the
Whig National Convention, expresses his convic¬
tion that Henry Clay will be there selected, and
indicates (we leam) his hearty concorrenccin
that choice, and his resolution to support it..
This letter wil! soon appear in the New-Hamp¬
shire pa pers.

St. Tuonan's Church..-We understand that
the Rev. Mr. Wh:Rehouse of Rochester, has ac¬

cepted the call of the *bovc Church to become

(heir pas for,

Mr. Calhoun's Position Defined.
Room or thv: Cemtiux Commjti ee, <

Chablestos, S. C, Jan. 23. 1844. >

ZV) f /<e Editors of the Courin- r. . .

We curios.- to vou lor publication 3 lütter to OS ¦111'' m

dn u from the Hon. J.C Calhouk to hu friends and sui rt-

.rs, giving hil reasons for v\ ithholding hi* name as a not-

irfti for th»- Presidency, from the Convention which is u is-

semble iu Baltimote,on the stri Monday in May ne\t:
Jn placing this document in vour hands for publication, it is

proper to state, that although transmitted to this ( ominii ..¦

to be through them submitted to the public, tue at»»«-n< e 01

many of iu members prevented the assembling ol - ;'!¦ r im

until this day, when its publication wasdirected in accordance
with the wishes of .Mr..C.« lhovn.

"Vort Hill, Dec 21. Ifcl.'i.

Gentlemen: I herewith enclose you. as the organ of those
who have nominated me for the Presidency in tnis State, sub¬

ject to a Convention fairly constituted, an Address to rny po¬

litical friend.-, and supporters, assigning my reasons for not

permitting my name to tco before the proposed Convention to

be held in Baltimore in.May next. 1 transmit it toyon.because
I deem it respectful and proper.to make it known to those to

whom it is addressed, through you, and in order to afford yon

an opportunity to take such measures iu telation to it, as you

may deem proper, if indeed, you should deem any necessary.

AH I have to request is, tint its publication should not be un¬

necessarily delayed.
With sf-at respect, I <m. itc.

[Signed] JOHN < . CALHOÜN.
Hon. Jacob Boxd I'On

aud other members of the 'Joint;:.::.

The AddreHic of Mr, Cnlhoun to his politi¬
cal Friends and Supporters.

I have left it to you. my friends and supporters,
through whose favorable estimate of my qualifica¬
tions, my name baa been presented to the people ol
the United States, for the office of Chief Magistrate,
to conduct the, canvas- on such principles and in
such manner, as you might think liest, lint, in so

doint:, 1 did not waive my rii'ln to determine on nr.

individual responsibility, what course my duty
mightcompel me to pursue ultimately, nor have I
been an inattentive observer of the canvass and tip-
course you have taken.

It affords me pleasure to be enabled to say, that on

all leading questions, growing out of the canvas?, 1

heartily concurred vvith you, in the grounds you

took, and especially those relating to the mode in
which the delegates to tue proposed Convention to

I).; hold iti Baltimore should be appointed, and how
thev should vote. Vou have, inmy opinion, conclu¬
sively shown that they should be appointed by dis¬

tricts and vote per capita, but your reasons, as con¬

clusive as they are, have proved in vain. Already
New-York and some other States have appointed
delegates en masse by State Conventions, and one

State (Virginia) has resolved that the votes of her
delegates shall be settled by the majority and be
( ounted per capita. Their course would necessarih
overrule that, which you have so ably supported,
should vou go into Convention and would leave you
no alternative, but to yield yours and adopt theirs,
however nun h you may be opposed to it on princi¬
ple, or to meet them on the most unequal terms,

with dividetl, against united and concentrated lore s.

The question is then, what course under such cir¬
cumstances should be adopted 1 And that question
you will be compelled speedily to decide. 'I he near

approach of the time for meeting of the {imposed
Convention will not admit of much longer delay..
But as your course may depend in some degree on

that which I have decided to take, I deem it due to

the relation subsisting between us, to make mine
known to you without farther delay. I then, after
the most careful and deliberate survey ofthe ground,
have decided that I cannot permit my name to go
before the proposed Convention, constituted as it
must now be, consistently with the principles,which
have ever guided my public conduct. My objections
are insuperable. As it must be constituted, it is re¬

pugnant to all the principles, on which, in my opin¬
ion, such a Convention should be formed. What
those principles are, I shall now proceed briefly 10

state. I hold then, with you, that the Convention
should be so constituted, as to utter fully and clear¬
ly the voice of the people, and not that of political
managers, or office-holders and office seekers; and
for that purpose, I hold it indispensable, that the
delegates should be appointed directly by die peo¬
ple, or to use the language of Gen. Jackson,should
be "fresh from the people." 1 also hold, that the
only possible mode to effect this is for the people to
choose the delegates by districts and that they
should vote per capita. Every other mode of ap¬
pointing would be controlled by political machine-
cry, and place the appointments in the hands of the
few who work it. I object then, to the proposed
Convention, because it will not be constituted in
conformity with this fundamental article of the Re-1
publican creed. The delegates to it will be ap¬
pointed from some of the States, not by the people
in districts, but, os has been stated, bv Stale Con-
ventions en masse, composed of delegates appointed
in all cases, as far as I am informed, by county, or

district conventions, and in some cases, if not misin¬
formed, these again composed of delegates appoint¬
ed by still smaller divisions, or a few interested in¬
dividuals. Instead then of being directly, or fresh
from the people, the Delegates to the Baltimore
Convention will be the delegates of delegates; and
of course removed, in all cases, at least three if not
four degrees from the people. At each successive
remove, the voice of the people will become less full
and distinct, until at last it will be so faint aud im¬
perfect^ as not to be audible. To drop metaphor, I
hold it impossible to form a scheme more perfectlycalculated to annihilate die control ol the people
over the Presidential election, and vest it on those
who make politics a trade, and who live, or expect
to live on the Governments

In this connection, 1 object not less strongly to
the mode in which Virginia has resolved her dele¬
gates shall vote. With all due respect, I must say
I can imagine nothing more directly iu conflictwith
the principles of our federal system of government,
or, to use a broader expression, the principles on

which all confederate communities have ever been
united. I hazard nothing in saying, that there is
not an instance in our politic ai history, from the
meeting of the first Revolutionary Congress to the
present day. ol the delegates of any State voting by
majority, and counting per capita; nor do I believe
an instance of the kind can be found in the history
of any confederated community. There is, indeed,
something monstrous in the idea of giving the ma¬

jority the right of impressing the vote of the minor¬
ity into its service, and counting them as its own..
The plain rule, that whit b has ever prevailed, and
which conforms to the dictates ofcommon sense, is
that where a State votes as a Slate by a majority of
its delegates the votes count one, be thev few or

many, or the State large or small. On the contra¬

ry, where the voles of all the delegates are count, d.
they vole individually and independently, each for
himself counting one. And it is to be noted, that
whenever this batter mode of voting exists among
confederate States, it ia in all cases founded on

compact, to which the consent of each State i< re¬

quired. In the absence of compact, the invariable
mode of vote iu such States is in all cases by the
majority, their vote counting one. The course
which ^ irginia has resolved to take is in violation
of this plain and fundamental rule, and destructive
of the foundation on which the whole structure of
the state right doctrine is reared.

I hold it, in the next place, to be an indispensable
principle, that the convention should be SO constitu¬
ted as to giv.Mo each State, in the nomination of a

candidate the same relative weight, which the con¬
stitution secures to it in the election of the President,
making due allowance for its relative parry strength.
By the election, 1 mean the whole.the eventual
choice, when it goes into the House ol Representa¬tives, as well as the primary vote in the electoral
College.
The one is asmuch apartoftheelection as the oth¬

er, the two make the winde. The adoption ofthe onein the convention which framed the constitution, de¬
pended on the adopt:on of the other. Neithercould
possibly be adopted alone. The two were the result
ofcompromisebetween the largei and smallerStates
altera lone aud doubtful struggle, winch threat) ned
the loss of the constitution itself. The object of'giv-
ing to the smaller Suites an equality with the larger
in the eventual choice ol the house, was to counter-
poise the preponderance of the larger in the electoral
college. Without this the smaller would have voted
against the whole provision, and its rejection would
have been the consequence. Even as it stands, Dela¬
warevoted against it. In confirmation ol what I state,
1 refer to .Mr. Madison's report ofthe proceedings of
the convention. Having stated what 1 mean by the
election, it will require but a few words to explain
my reasons for the principles 1 have laid down. They
are few and simple and rest on the ground, that the
Domination is in reality the election if concurred in,
as tar as the party is concerned. It is so intended to
be. The leading reason assigned for making it is to
prevent a division 0f the party, and thereby prevent
the election from going into the House, where the
smaller Slates would haw the advantage intended to
be secured to them by the convention, by being pla¬ced on an equality with the larger. Such beins the
intended object and effect, 1 now submit to even can¬
did mind, whether the convention ought not tobe so
constituted as to compensate in the nomination for
the important advantage in the election, which the
smaller States would surrender bv going intoacon¬
vention ? Would it not be unfair,'a palpable want of
good faith and subversive ol the compromise of the
constitution to withhold it? Or, if demanded, would
it be short of an insult to refuse it ? Can it be thought
that the smaller States are so debased and absorbed

in the party politics'of the day, ns to permit tin iu-

selves to be mdirectl) stripped of a right, which th ir
high-minded and patriotic ancestors held so dear, is

even to preferthe toss of the constitution itself, rather
than surrender it. I object then to the proposed' in¬

vention in this connection, because it makes no com¬

pensation to the smaller States, for the surrender ol

thiftpoinquestionable and important constitutional
riguf. Instead of thai its advocates peremptorily id
indignantly refuse any. and treat with scorn evi ry
attempt to secure it. Some have gone even so far,
as to deny that the eventual choice ofthe House con¬

stitutes anv portion of the election, and to mam est

open hostility against the provision of the constitu¬
tion which contains it!

If there was no other objection, the one under con¬
sideration would be insuperable with me. 1 differ
utterly from the advocates of the proposed Conven¬
tion in reference to this provision. I regard i: as

one of the first importance, not because 1 desire the
election to go into the House, but because I believe
it to be an indispensable means, in the hands
of the smaller States, of preserving their just
and constitutional weight in the Presidential elec¬
tion, and through that, in the Executive Depart¬
ment and the Government itself, winch I believe to

be essential to the preservation of our sublime Fed¬
eral system. I regard the adjustment of the relativ e
weight of the States in the Government to be the
fundamental compromise of the Constitution. a::d
that on which our whole political system depends.
Its adjustment constituted the great difficult} in
fonuiu-r the Constitution. The principle on which
it was finally effected was that, while due concession
should be "made to population, a provision should
be also made, in some form, to preserve the original
equality of the States in every department of the
Government. The principle was easily arried out
in constituting the Legislative Department, by pre¬
serving the equality of the States in one branch
(the Senate.) and conceding to population its full
preponderance in the other. But the great and dif¬
ficult task of reducing ir to practice was in the I'.x-
cutive Department, at the head of which there is

but a single officer. So great was it thai ir occu¬

pied the attention of the Convention from time to
time, during the whole session, and was very near

causing a failure at last. It would have been an easy
task to constitute that department either on the prin¬
ciple of the equality of the States in the Government,
or that of population. To combine the two, in the
clet tion ol a single officer, was quite'a different affair,
but however difficult, it had to be performed at the
hazard of losing the Constitution.

It was finally accomplished by giving to the larger
States nearly the same preponderance in the Elect¬
oral College, as thev have in the House, and to the
-mailer, in the event of a choi< e by the House, the
same equality they possess in the Senate^ thus fol¬
lowing closely the analogy of the Legislative De¬
partment. To make it as close as possible, it wns at

lirst proposed to<;ive the eventual choice to the Sen-
ate, instead of the House, but it was altered and the
present provision adopted, for reasons which did not

affect the principle.
It was believed by the framers, the prueti« al ope¬

ration of the provision would be, that the Electoral
College in which the influence of the larger States

preponderates would nominate, and that the House
voting by States, where their equality is preserved,
would elect who should be the President. To give
it that operation in practice, the provision, as it
originally stood in the Constitution, was that each
elector should vote for two individuals, without dis¬
criminating which should be President or Vice Pre¬
sident; and if no one had a majority of the whole
votes, then out of the five highest the House, voting
by States, should elect one, and the person not
elected having the highest number of votes should
be the Vice President. If has been since altered,
so that the (dec tors should designate which should
be President and which Vice President, and the se¬

lection of the House was limited to the three high¬
est. It is manifest that, ifthis provision of the Con¬
stitution bad been left to operate by itself, without
the intervention of caucuses or party conventions
between the people and the election, that the prac¬
tical operation would have been such as 1 have
stated, and such as was clearly intended by the
framers of the Constitution.
The object intended is important. The preserva¬

tion ol the relative weight of the States, as estab¬
lished by the Constitution in all the Departments, is
necessarv to the success and duration of our system
of Government; but it may be doubted, whether the
provision adopted to effect it in the Executive J >e-
partment, is not too refined for the strong, and I may
add, corrupt passions, which the Presidential ( lec¬
tion will ever excite. Certain it is, that if'the prac¬
tice of nominating Candidates for the Presidency, by
Conventions, constituted as they proposed, shall be¬
come the established usage, it will utterly defeat the
intention of the framers of the Constitution, and
would be followed by a radical and dangerous
change, not only in the Executive Department, but
iu die Government itself.
This danger was early forseen, and to avoid it,

some of the wisest and most experienced statesmen
of ibrnier days, so strongly objected to Congressional
caucuses to nominate candidates lor die Presidency,
diat they never could be induced to attend them ;

among these it will be sufficient to name .Mr. RLu "n

and Mr. LoWNDES. Others, believing that this pro¬
vision of the Constitution was too re lined for prac¬
tice, were solicitous to amend it. but withouj im¬
pairing die influence of the smaller State.- in the
election. Among these, I rank myself. With that
object, resolutions were introduced, in 1828, :n the
Senate bv Col. Benton, and in the House by Mr.
MeDiaa iK, prov iding for districting the States, aud
forreferring the election back to the people, in case

there should be no choice, to elect one. from the two

highest candidates. The principle which the amend¬
ment proposed, was to give a fair compensation to
the smaller States for the surrender of their advan¬
tage in the eventual choice by the House, and at the
same time to make the mode of electing the Presi¬
dent more strictly in conformity with the principles
of our popular institutions, and to be less liable to

corruption than the existing provision. Thev re¬

ceived the general support of the party, but were

objected to by a few, as not being a full equivalent
to the smaller States. The principle embraced is
identical with that on which you proposed:to con¬
stitute the Baltimore Convention, hut which has
been so di< tatorially objected to by some, who tb n

took so prominent a part in its favor. Ii vou have
not succeeded, there i- ar least some consolation in
reflecting that if others have since changed, you
how stand where you then did. in the purer and
better days of the party. I was infavor ofIt then,
as 1 am now, not because 1 consider the resolutions
as perfect, theoretically, as the existing provisions
of the Constitution, but because i believe it would,
in practice, more certainly accomplish what the
framers of the Constitution Intended. But while the
provision stands as it does, 1 would resrard myself
as little short of a traitor to that sacred instrument,
should I give my assent, directly .or indirectly, to
dnV practice which would have the effect of divi st¬

ing the smaller States of the due weight which it
secures to them in the Presidential election. And
here let me add, that as objectionable as I think a

Congressional caucus for nominating a President, it
is in my opinion, far less so. than a Convention con¬

stituted as is proposed. The former had indeed
many things h> recommend it. Its members con¬
sisting of Senators and Representatives, were the
immediate organs of the State Legislatures, or the
people, were responsible to them respectively, and
were for the most part, of high character, standing
and talents. They voted per capita, and what is
very important, they represented fairly the relative
Strength of'the respective States. In"all these im¬
portant particulars, it was all that could be desired
for a nominating body, and formed a striking con-
trust to the proposed Convention; and yet, it could
not be home by the people in the then purer day.- of
the Republic. I, acting with Gen. Jackson and
most of the leaders of the party at the time, con¬
tributed to put it down, because we believed it to be
liable to be acted on and influenced by the patronageof the Government.an objection far more applica¬ble to a Convention constituted as the one proposed,than, to a Congressional caucus. Far, however,
was it from my intention, in aiding to put that down,
to substitute in its place what 1 regardasan hundred
times more objectionable in every point of view.
Indeed, if there must be an intermediate body be¬
tween the people and the election, unknown to the
Constitution, it may be well questioned whether a
better than the old plan of a Congressional caucus
can be devised.

In taking the ground I have, in favor of maintain
ing the right secured to the smaller States bv die
compromise of the Constitution, lam actuated bv
no partisan feeling or desire to conciliate their good
opinion. It the case was reversed, and th.: rights of
the lyger^mstead of the-mailer, were invaded, I
would with equal readiness and firmness, stand up
m their defence. I am the partisan of neither one,
nor the other but simply a supporter of the Consti¬
tution and what I believe to be just and fair. I re¬
gard the Constitution as the only ark of safety for
all; and I believe that in defending it, I defend the
interest and safety of each and alf-the greater, as
weh as the smaller-die States invading the rightsol others, as well the States whose rights are
invaded.

I have lai.i down the principle on which I rest
the objection in question, with the limitation, that

the illative weight of the States ohould he m;tin-
tained, making due allowance for their relative party
strength. The propriety of the limitation is so ap¬
parent, that but a few words, in illustration, will be
required. The Convention is a party Convention,
and professedly intended to take the sense of the
parry, which cnnnot be done fairly, it" State« having
but little party strength are put on an equality with
those which have much, ft' that were done, the
result might he, that a small portion of the party
from States the ieast sound, politically, and wbi h
could give but little support in Congress.might select
the candidate, and make the President, again.-t a

great majority of the soundest, and on which the
President and his administration would have to rely
for support. All this is clearly too unfair and im-
propei to be denied. There maybe a great diffiaulty
in applying a remedy in a Convention, but I do
not feel myself called upon to say how it can be
done, or by what standard the relative party
strength of the respective States should be deter¬
mined; perhaps the best would be their relative
strength in Congress at the time. In laying down
the principle, I added die limitation for the sake of
accuracy, and to show how imperfectly the party
must be represented, when it is overlooked. 1 see

no provision in the proposed Convention to meet it.
But. in order to reali/.a how the Convention will

operate, it will he necessary to view the combined
enei ts of the objections which I have made. Tims
viewed, it will he found that a Convention so consti¬
tuted, tends irresistibly to centralization.centraliza¬
tion of tli" control over the Presidential election in
the hands of a few ot' the central, !:irge_Srnres. at

first, and finally, to political managers, office-holders
and office-seekers; or to express it differently, in
tint portion, ol the community, who live, or expect
tu live mi tin- Government in contradistinction to the
rrreat mass, who expect to live on their own means

or their honest industry: and who maintain the Gov¬
ernment, and politically speaking, emphatically the
people.
That such would be the case may be inferred from

the fact, that it would afford the mean- to some six
or seven States lying contiguous and not far from
the centre of the Union, to control the nomination,
and through that die election, by.concentrating dieir
united votes in the Convention. Give them the power
ofdoing so, and it would notlong lie dormant. \N hai
may be done bv combination, where the temptation
is mi "Tetlt, will be sure ere Ions to be done. To
ombine and conquer, is no less true as a maxim,
where power is concerned, than to .. Divide and con¬
quer." Nothing is better established, than that the
ilcsire ti.r power can bring together and unite the
most discordant materials.
But the tendency to centralization will not stop

there. The appointment of delegates en masse by-
State (JonventioilS, would tend at the same time and
even with greater force, to centralize this control in
the hands of the few, who make politics a trade,
'flu- butlier the Convention i> removed from the peo¬
ple, the more certainly the control over it will be
placed in the hands of the interested few. and when
removed three or four degrees, as lias been shown,
it w ill be, where the appointment is by State Con¬
ventions, the power ot [lie people will cease, and the
-ecket - of Executive favor will become supreme. At
that Stage] an active, trained and combined corps
will be formed in the party, whose whole time and
attention will be directed to polities. It will be their
sole business. Into their hands the appointments of
delegates in all their stages will fall, and they will
take special care that none but themselves or their
bumble and obedient dependants shall be appointed.
The central and State Conventions will be tilled by
the most experienced and cunning, and after nomi¬

nating the President, they will take good care to di¬
vide the patronage and offices, both of the General
and State Governments, among themselves and their
dependents. But why say icul 1 Is it not already
the case.' I lave then1 not been many instances of
State Conventions being Idled with office-holders
and office-seekers, who, after making the nomina¬
tions, have divided the offices in the State among
themselves and their partisans, and joined in recom¬

mending to the candidate whom they had just nomi¬
nated to appoint them to the offices to which they
have been respectively allotted. If such !». the ease

in the infancy of the system, it must end, if such
Conventions should become the- established usage,
in the President's nominating his successor. When
it comes to that, it will not be long betöre the sword
will take the place of the Constitution.
Such are my objections to the mode in which the

proposed Convention is to be constituted, and my
reasons for entertaining them. They are such that
I cannot refuse to obey them without renouncing
the principles which I have often avowed in public
and private, and which have1 guidod me through the
whole course of my life.

In coming to this conclusion, I have not passed
over, without careful examination, the reasons as¬

signed by it- advocates for constituting the Conven¬
tion as thev propose. They have not diminished
the force of my objections. I propose to notice the
most prominent.
That which they have urged with the greatest

confidence, is, thai each State ha.- a rightto appoint
Delegates as she pleases. I meet it, by utterly de¬
nying that there is any such right. That each
State has a rieht to act as it pleases, in whatever
relates to itself exclusively, no one will deny ; but
it is a perfectly novel doctrine, that any Stale has
such a right when she comes to act in concert with
others in reference to what concerns the whole..
In such coses it is the plainest dictate of common
sense, that whatever affects the u hole should be
regulated bv the mutual consent of all. ami not by
the discretion of each. Thai the appointment of
Delegates to the proposed convention is a case of
this description. 1 trust I have conclusively shown.
I have, I also trust, shown more; that the supposedright is perfectly deceptive, for while it chums for
each State the rieht to appoint Delegates a* it plea¬
ses, it in reality gives the larger States the right to
dictate how the others -hai! appoint. It", for exam¬
ple, the Empire State, as it is] called, adopts the
mode of appointing (as she has) which will concen¬
trate her whole strength, what discretion would she
leave in others, if thev go into Convention, but to
appoint as she has appointed, or to be ruled by her.
It is thru, neither more nor less than a claim to dic¬
tate, mider the garb of a rieht, and such its exercise
has proved in the present case. It has left no op¬tion, bur to conform to her course, or be overruled,
or refuse to go into the Convention.

1 regret this, because I sincerely desire to pre¬
serve the harmony of the party; I had strong hopethat tie- rally after the defeat of IP, 10 would he ex¬

clusively on principles. This hope was greatlv
strengthened by the truly republican stand taken at
the extra session, and the eariier portion of the suc¬
ceeding regular session. During that period of rigidadherence to principle,perfect harmony pervaded die
ranks ofthe party. I beheld it withjoy. 1 believed the
moment highly favorable for the thorough reforma¬
tion of the Government and the restoration of tho
Constitution. To die republican party I looked for
the accomplishment of this great work ; .and I ac¬
cordingly felt the deepest solicitude, that the stand
taken, and the harmony which existed, should be
preserved. In order that it should, I made up my
mind to waive the objection, which I have long en¬
tertained to any intermediate body, unknown to the
Constitution, between the people and the election of
the President, in the hope that the proposed Con¬
vention would be so constituted, that J might, con¬

sistently with my principles, give it my support..
In this I have been disappointed, and being so, 1
am compelled to decide as I have done. The same
motives which impelled me to separate from the
administration of Gen. Jackson, in the plenitude of
it? power, and to come to the rescue ol ."Mr. Van
Burex's at its greatest depression, compels me
now to withhold my name from the proposed Con¬
vention.
Having now assigned my reasons tor refusing to

permit myname to go before the Baltimore Conven¬
tion, it rests with you who have placed it before the
people, and assented to abide by a Convention fairly
constituted, to determine what course you will pur-
sue.
Be your decision what it may I shall be content.

But I regard it tu* due to the occasion, to you and
myself, to declare that under no circumstances what- j
ever shall I support any candidate, who is opposed
to free trade, am! in favor of the protective policv,
or whose prominent and influential supporters are.
I hold the policy to be another name for a system of
monopoly and plunder, and to be thorougfdy anti
Republican and Federal in its character. I also
hold thai so long as the duties are so laid as to be in
fact bounties to one portion ol' the community, while
thev are oppressive 00 the oilier, there can be no

hope that the Government can be reformed, or that
its expenditures will be reduced to the proper stan¬
dard.

\\ ere I, with the evidence before me, to say oth¬
er** ise of my course, it would be. practically, to de¬
clare that 1 regard the protective policy to be an
open question, so far as the party is concerned:
which i would consider, on my part, a virtual aban¬
donment of the cause of Free Trade. That can
never be. I have done and suffered too much for
it, when its friends were few and feeble, to abandon
it now.now. when the auspices, everv where, on
this and the other side of the Atlantic, proclaim the
approaching downfall of protection and the perma¬
nent triumph of Free Trade. I, who upheld it
against monopoly and plunder, in the worst times,

and braved the menrtces of Administration nnd < >p-
positioo, when backed but by a single Staff1.will
not.cannot abandon the glorious cause now, wh»:n
its banner waves in proud triumph over the metrop¬
olis of the commercial world. N*, I shall maintain
immovably the ground I have so lone occupied,^un¬
til I have witnessed its great and final victory, it it
shall please the Disposer of Events to spare my life
so long. It will be, indeed, n victory. the harbin¬
ger of a new and briirht.*r and higher civilization.
Much less, still, can I give my support to any can¬

didate w ho shall give his aid or countenance to the
agitation of Abolition in Congress or elsewhere ; or

whose prominent and influential friends and sup¬
porters shall. 1 doubt the sincerity of any man who
declares he is no Abolitionist whilst at the same

time he aids or countenances the agitation of the

question, be his pretext what it may. If we have a

right to our slaves, we have a right to hold them in
peace and quiet. If the Constitution guaranties lue

one. it guaranties the other; and if it forbids the
one from being attacked, it equally forbids the other.
Indeed, the one stand- fo the other as means to an

end. and is so avowed by the Abolitionists; and en

the plainest principles of morals, if the end be pro¬
hibited, the means of effecting it also arc. Of the
two. I regard the deluded fanatic far less guilty aud
dangerous than he who. for politii a] or party pur¬
poses, aids or countenances him in what he knows
is intended to do that which he acknowledges is for
bidden by the Constitution;

It is time that an end should he put to this system
of plunder and agitation. They have been borne
long enough. They are kindred measures and
hostile, as far. at least, /is one portion of the I niou
is concerned. While the tariff takes from us the pro¬
ceeds ofour labor, abolition strikus at the labor itself.
The one robs us ot our income, while the other aims
at destroying the source from which that income is
derived. It is impossible for us to stand patiently
much longer, under their double operation, without
being impoverished and ruined.

IOHN C. GALHOUX.

XT' The friends of Gen. Lewis Cass for next
President held a meetingin FaneuilHall, Boston,
on Tuesday evening 30th.Aaron Hobart in the
Chair. Hon. John M'Keon of this City made
the chief Speech, preceded bv .V Gale and W. J.
Walsh ; and a long letter from Richard Rush of

Pa., eulogistic of Gen. Cass was read and heartily
received. The meeting is styled k very.large and
spirited' in flic Boston Tost ; if it were so, with
the mercury below zero, there must have been a

good beginning for a new party.
(LT Palmo's Opera House in Chambers-st.,

near the Baths, was opened for a final rehearsal
to a select audience last evening, preparatory to

its formal opening to-night. The house, though
small, (or rather narrow, is well arranged and
beautiful : the Scenery superior; find the Music
was good. The orchestra is especially effective
and the hearers were highly gratified.

If this pretty house can be kept up in thei
spirit of its design as a sort of Operatic Concert-
Room.a quiet, pleasant, inoffensive resort for
the music-loving, repelling the abominations
which usually cluster around and fasten on the
Drama, we shall hope to see it well sustained.
Should it ever sink into a grog-shop and house of
assignation, the fate it deserves will most surely
overtake it.

O" The Edinburgh Review, for January, is
just published by L. Scott & Co. It has instruc¬
tive articles on Juvenile and Female Labor, Com-
mcrcial Tariffs, ^though the wrong side,) Niche-
let's France, German Novels. Ireland, &c. Of¬
fice 112 Fulton-strcct.

Hi nt's Merchants' Magazine..The Febru¬
ary number of this valuable Magazine is out,
containing many excellent articles. Its statistics
arc invaluable, and the bound numbers of such a

work would form one of the best books of refer¬
ence one could have.

Arabella Stuart, by James..This is the
latest, and one of the best, of James's novels.
The author assures us in his preface that it ad¬
heres closely to the truth of actual history. The
brutal and frivolous tyrant, James I., and all his

prominent cotemporarics figure in its incidents,
and the dark character of the age is boldly
sketched. The Harpers have issued it in a

shilling edition.
"Wanderings ok a Journeyman Tailor

through Europe and the East, between the years
ls24 and 1840, by P. D. Holthaus, translated
by William Howitt,''have just been issued in
neat 2f) cent book by .1. Winchester. William
Howitt's favor speaks well for the character and
interest of the work..How can any one waste

evenings in drink or frivolous society, when the
world is full of books at once so good and so

cheap as at present!
Les Mvsteres he Paris..The second part of

the French edition of this work, published by Mr.
Winchester is just out. We have before spoken
of its merits. Those who wish the French edi¬
tion can never get it cheaper than now.

O3 Letters on American Debts, by the Rev#
Sydney Smith, have been collected and published
in a six-cent pamphlet by J. Winchester. They
are brief but biting.

Music..' Eagle Wings,' a sweet Duet; and
. My .Mountain-Home,' a beautiful Song, with
the poetry by Samuel Lover, Esq. have just, been
published in fine style at Millet's Music Saloon,
329 Broadway.
From Mexico..By the arrival of the brin Lime

Kock, we have received our files of Mexican papers to the 3Uth
December. We learn, verbally.that Santa Aua had issued a
decree expelling from the Calif rnns and New-Mexico all
Americans, citizens of the Doited States; but that our Min¬
ister, Gen. Waddy Thompson; Iiad remonstrated so warmly
oil 'til- subject, ileciaiing that ill c-«e of it? TntorCellleiit lie
wool' immedtatel-, dein*»«! hU passport, tha: the .-Jeciee
revoked within 21 boors after it* promulgation It is stated
that.the decree had be^u promulgated under, the influence of
extreme mental irritation, caused by the reception of Presi
'lent Tyler's Message 11 the city ot Mexico.
Th~ Mexicanjournals publish an ordinance in regard to all

lor-mtirrt rnnü.^ In Mexico which present--. rigidly t. the
various authorities in the weial departments of the Repa) tic
th- iiutv ol kr-pin^ .xict lists ..f ,ti; .oreiguenwho entei the
r-rntoiv ol Mexico, of rectifying these listsevery year, ami
transmitting them to the Centn! government, inc.

Bocaiie^ra :;a3 resigned bis office of Ministei for ForeignAffiurs. ind J. M. Tornel ins positively quitted the Cabinet
The Mexican fleet left Vera Cruz the same day as the Lime

Kock, viz: the 8th, to ;~tu:a to A:>arada.
On the 6th instant, Santa Am was at Vera Crnz with his

entire iuite.

r 'Piri '"'r X'C?M schooner Montezuraa !rft Vera Cruz on the
25th u!t. for Campeächy, having on board the Commissioners
ol \ ocatan, who were on their return after having srttled all
existing troubles to th* satisfactioi ofboth parties..Much -xcitenient prevailedat Vera Cruzabout the period
ot the departure of tne Lime Kock, on account of rumored
quarrels between Mexico and Great Britain;

_[ N. Ü. Be.-, 19th ole

From Havana..The FJ. S. brig Hayne,Captain
Trescott.arrived on Saturday; brought advices from Havana
to the IStii iosL T>ie Hayne, on her outward jiassage, was de¬
tain! d five d lys it Key West, by calnu. Mauame Damoreau,and Möns, Artot, who were passengers on board, gave a Con¬
cert at Key "Weit duiiug their 11 IJ

fj Inarleston Courier, 20th ult.
Ed. Mobile Herald: Veka Crcz, Jan.isu.
Sir.The fj. S. brig Bainbridge, Capt. Matti.-on,arrived here on Sunday last from a cruise.and «ils to-morrow

l.;.- ie^vicnla with important drspatchrs from our Minister atMexico. I understand that the Bainbridge has on board anAmerican merchani cai tain and bis mate who wn, commit-PMMbvthe authorities of St Domingo, charged with
; .i.s:.^:,-d trie .wtijfinsli3h merchant captain intoeHarboro Gonaives. They were released ondemandofipe A utLson. and I presume are to be taken to the U-Stateafor trial, though the persons alluded tv acted in seif-defencSince it h is become known th it an English Squadron was
,'" U:> :j:,,iS. l-»". th, Mexican authorities, through

ve ..-at their .Vivy," <:;.,unng of two Brigs »d
one schooner, to Alvarado, a small oat of the way port j umultv mil's distant.

5?.i?*Ä3! Vi"c"»^. Captain Buchanan, remainsnntfl Lthe 18Ü1 or 20th, awaitmg the arrival of Generalwafldj JJiompson, who has intimated Iiis intention of takingwage in that ship on Ins return to the United States to visithis tainiiy.
Th-re are now anchored ohT Sacritkios. two Loglish, three

r reach, two Sjumsh and two American men-of-war.auite a
squadron.
1*du Ri-dbkr Shoks.Pkices'Rkdcieo..Gentlemen's

Sheet Kabbe: Overshees, best quality, $i 75; Gentlemen's
< loth Kubber Overshoes, best quality, $175; Ladies', Missel'
and Children's Sheet Rubber Overshoes and Buskini, together
with 5000 pair of common Rubbers, acequally low prices, at

HUTCHINSON Sc RCNYON'S.
13 1wu*(2) 53 Maiden Lsne.

By This Morning's Mail.
Texas..NW-Orleans papers of the 22d alt. have

Texas news to the I7tb. Bills have been intrtv
duced into the House of Representatives_orje f0give the direct tax to the Counties, and another to
alter and fix the duties on imports. The subject of
annexation excites much interest.
The steamer Lady Byron struck a snag ennvne dow»»k.Brazos, a lew .1 ua ago, iud suuk m in leet water sv,/» nbe probably raised "i
J.m.s [Oin!-!,,*;. Serr-:,ry >f the T>*.

sury. and I hos. Urn. Ward, t ommusicne: of -he t;»t i
Land Office. w weaenl
The injunction of secrecy baring b*en removed publicityhas Deen given to an interesting message from jwSS;i .:>.. n. commnmcated to the >eu ite on the 22d Dee»nXlr paints in deplorable colorsth< situation oftheTesu \,v-"and is followed by .a hilt to Mthoxizs the tale of the V'Vnstin, the brigs W'hartem and Archer, and the schoon-r*.1''

Bernard. w

An important bill,was before Congress, entitled än i
concerning the release of captive Tenans in Mexico. It nutvidea rjiat it certain information 01 the relea.e ot tl« t *

laptiees in Mexico, be uot received by 'he Psrsident "V*3
m fore the first day of March, the Major General of müi'.»«.v..... venerw oimilitiam
,--.;uir-.i to make a public call tor rolnnteerj toresairtahWstandard it some place designated, >e,t of the 6oij,]on^for an offensive campaign against the t-*m a-,d »ettVni«?'
Ol the Mexu ans, situ ited in tlie valley of the Kio Grand- bfurt:.er provides that in- army thus or»:an ted, shall tndtsvnr
ro procure a sufficient number oi Mexican prisoners of r£i
highest tank. iu4 consideration, to be held is hostages ford!*EOod tre<tinent f the Vt xian captives ; that the WarfaKtaafl

- tr uis:erred to the Mexjc ID im : .n i that the Terian rro>
"

»halj be supported aud paid by confiscation of property »5forcing contributions. w

Messrs. Shriver am> VVeller..There is quite
a lengthy correspondence in the .National Intelli
gencer between the friends of Messrs. Shriver and
Weiler, from which we learn that after the dud fell
through it was agreed to g»'t up a street tight. The
curious part of the affair i> that .Mr. John B. Daw.
son, the friend of Mr. Weller. sober!) states that
Mr. Shriver has acted cowardly i:i not meeting Mr
Weiler, as agreed,outside thecapitol and having a re¬

gular brute tight, and that his onh reason in not per-
mining \\\< friend. Weiler, to accept the challen«
was, that Mr. W. should tight nobody but a gentle*
man. Few men. we think, possess Mr. Dawson's
refined discrimination. His is to clean a gentleman
to tight a duel, but is dirty enough to have a regular
bull-dog fight under the shadow of the capital. Af¬
ter .Mr. Dawson's defence nobody can doubt the
claims ot his friend to the title to " high-minded,
chivalric gentleman and a man of honor."

Murder r> Florida..Mr. Henry A. Nunes,cap¬
tain of the bark Emperor, and a crew consisting of
four whiti men. two negroes, and a black woman,
were cast away on the 31st of December, iu goin?
from Pensacoln to Apalachicola. While endeavor¬
ing to save some things from the wreck, they were
\ isited in a friendly manner by two Indian men and
one woman, who remained with them some days..
Taking advantage of the separation of the party one

day, the Indians fell on the black woman and twoof
the men, killing the w oman and one of the men and
firing three shots into the third, leaving turn for dead.
Mr. .N lines and the others escaped to a house about
I 1 miles distant.

Supposed Murder..The body of Mr. Daniel
Polhemus, of Monmouth Co. N. J., was found last
Friday between two piles of rails, and hearing on

it marks that indicated foul play. A man named
Reed had a quarrel with him the night before at a

tavern, and was seen to follow him when he went

away. Reed's disappearance since the dicovery M
to the belief that he was the murderer.

H'kiinmdav, February 1. 180.
Si preme Court or im. I nited States..No.

II. David Shriver vs. D. Lynn's devisees, la error

to the Circuit Court (J. S. tor Maryland.
Mr. Justice McLean delivered the opinion of this

Court, affirming the judgment of the Circuit Conrt
in this cause, with costs.

No. I.V2. Nelson F. Shultou vs. Clayton Tiffin
and L. I'. Perry. Appeal from the Circuit Court
1.'. S. for East Louisiana.

< )u motion of Mr. Upton, this appeal was dock¬
eted and dismissed, with costs.

COXGRXSSIOXAL P110CEEDINGS.

BY the reporter of the new-york tribune.
WtsHiM; rot«, Thursday, Feb. I.

In Senate, to-day, numerous private bills were
reported, resolutions were presented, &c.

Mr. Whi te presented a petition for the appro-
priation of certain refuse lands in la. to aid in the
completion of the Wabash and Erie Canal, and
accompanied the petition with a few remarks
showing; the policy of granting the petition, the
lands being useless to the Government at least
at present, hut the contractors being willing in
consideration of them to finish the work, which
wovld greatly develop the resources, mineral and

agricultural, of the State, bringing into market
a field of 300 miles of coal, an inexhaustible sup.
ply of iron ore, &c, enabling that State to dis¬

charge her entire debt in less than 12 years, kc.
Mr. Colquitt presented resolutions of the Le¬

gislature of Georgia, revoking those of the lait

Legislature, and sanctioning the course of Hon.
.Mr. Berrien. Mr. C. justified the labt Legisla¬
ture (in censuring his colleague and refusing lo

acknowledge him as their representative), con¬

tending that it was equally proper to denouncea
Senator as to praise him.insinuating, moreover,
that the present was but empty, general praise of
Mr. B. without defining principles.and declar¬
ing that they never would pass resolutions in U-
vor ot a Bankrupt Law, of Distribution, orol a

Protective Tarif}', &c.
Mr. Berrien, in a few words, expressed his re¬

gie that his colleague should thus, without no¬

tice, have seen lit to make this attack upon him;
but he had lived in vain, if he w.is to he moved
by such assaults at this time of life. He had
never invoked an expression of opinion from the

Legislature of (in. as alleged by Mr. C) HtS
appeal had been to the people of that State and of
the United States; and three times had the pee-
pie of Ga. responded in language not to be mis-

understood, even by his colleague, if thev were

so far to transcend their duties as the last Legis¬
lature had,) and ten days after these resolutions,
he had received counter ones. The doctrine c.

Legislative instruction he had denied publicly
before his election, as he did now.

After further remarks by Mr. C, the resole-
tions were disposed of; and Mr. McDrJFFtttf
Revenue bill coming up, was postponed to Mon¬
day. The Senate passed to Executive business, j
with which they were occupied till adjournment

Li the House, .Mr. Adams's report on rules**
farther discussed, or rather the whole subject es

veloped in a mist of verbiage by Mr. McCai*
r.k\ of Ö. As near as could be gathered, he fftf

opposed to the 21st ruh: as a matter of expedien¬
cy. He denounced the proceedings of the Abtf-
tionists; the great sensibility of England on sil¬

very, while the great mass of her white popn*
tion were reduced, by her system of monop>
ly, by her high protective tariff, her National Batf
and funded «lebt, (the latter three and per con*
quence, the evils resulting therefrom, he upbraid
cd the Whigs with seeking to establish in th*
country,; to a worse condition than the slaved
the South, &c. »See.

Mr. GiDDiNGshad hardly commenced speakin*
when the hour expired and the subject was I»
over.
The bill authorising a transfer of appropriation?

in the Navy came up, and was passed by 1ÜI y

G8.Mr. Hopkins'.? amendment (intended to d>
feat the object of the bill) prohibiting the transit
as long as the appropriations are needed for uV

objects for which they were intended, having beer-

adopted, Yeas 105, Nays 58.
The House in Committee of the Whole onttf

Union,refusing (noes 60, ayes 59) to take upU
Oregon bill, on motion of -Mr. McKay, proceed*
to consider the Indian Appropriation bill.

Mr. GiujjiNos, on an amendment whichn
subsequently withdrew, complained that this *P
propriation had been applied to paying Indian*
for catching runaway slaves, &c.

Messrs. Payne and Cave Johnson replied,
their usual bitterness of feeling towards Mr. G.
Without action, the House adjourned.

fLr* Two Performances lo.day at the American Ma»'^die Iirst at 3 o'clock afternoon, the second at 7 U 0*


